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Ruling Elders

Brief order for Holy Communion
(For use within a week to 10 days of the regular Communion Service)

(Sing a Song or Hymn)

Jesus said, Come to me all who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.
or:

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that who ever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
Let us pray:
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, so that we may truly love you and worthily praise your holy name:  through our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.
(Scripture is read:  you may use passages from sermon on Communion Sunday.  If it is appropriate, a brief comment on scripture may be given.)

Leader:
The Lord is here.
People:
God's spirit is with us.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Leader: It is indeed right, always and everywhere,
to give thanks to you, the true and living God,
through Jesus Christ.  You are the source of life for all creation and you made us in your own image.
In your love for us you sent your Son to be our Savior.
He suffered death on the cross for us.  You raised him in triumph and exalted him in glory.  Through him you send your Holy Spirit upon us and make us your people.
We proclaim your glory as we say:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
On the night before he died, your Son Jesus Christ took bread; he gave thanks and broke it, gave it to his disciples and said:  'Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you.  Do this to remember me'.
After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it to them saying:  'Drink this all of you.  This is my blood of the new covenant.  Do this to remember me'.
(The bread and wine are distributed.                                             When all have received them, the Lord's Prayer is said)

As Christ our Savior taught us, we are bold to pray: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
(The prayer of blessing is said.)

Gracious God, may we who have received this sacrament live in the unity of your Holy Spirit, that we may show forth your gifts to all the world. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Adapted from the Book of Occasional Services, 217-226)
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